APPENDIX D: LETTER FROM U.S, FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Fol~
\FS

Officy

AUG 3+ mog
United States Department of the Interiorsrt _ LS

L A

i

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Ecoiogical Services "<
4000 Morrie Avenue
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001

ES-Gi411
gwW.25/WY2800

August 26, 1999 _
Memorandum

Ta: Job Captain, Nasdonal Park Service, Denver Service Ceater, Planning and Design

Servics=s t

a - F\
From: Field Supervisor, Ecological Servizes, Cheyeane, Wyoming (ES-61411) ﬂ /
Subject: Species List for Devils Towsr Natioral Monumsnt

Thank veu for vour letter recaived in this office August |3, regarding the initiation of 2 geasrai
management plan for Devils Tower Nadonal Mooument. My stafl nas determined that the
following threatened, endangered or proposed species may be present in the momument area.

Species Smarus _Expected Ocenrrence
Black-footed ferre: : Eodangered Poteatial resident in praizic
{ Mustela nigripes) dog (Cynomys sp.) colonies.
Bald eagie Tarezsaed Nesting. Winter resident.
(Haligeerus leucocezhaluy) Migrant.
Mouzmin plover Propesed Grasslands statewide
(Charadrius montamnus) :
Ute ladies’- resses
(Spircnthes diluvialis) Threatened Moist soiis near wetiand meadows,
Black-footed ferrets
Black-footed farrets may be effacted if prairie dog colonies are impacted (surface disnurbing
acdvires, etc.). [f black-tailed prairie dog (Cynomys ludovicianmus) colonies or complexes greatar
than 79 acres will be impacted, surveys for ferrets should be conducted even if only 2 porton of
the colony or complex will be disturbed. If a field check indicares that prairie dog towns may be
affected, vou should contact this offics for guidance on ferret surveys.
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APPENDIXES

Mountain p[uvgr

In the Faderal Register dated Fubruary 16, 1995, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servics gave notice
of a propesal to lis: the mountain plover (Charadrius montarus) as a threatsned species pursuant
1o the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. Available data indicate thaz population
Bumbers have declined range-wide by mars than 50 percemt since 1966 to fewer than 10,000
birds. The mountain piover is a small bird associated with shortgrass prairie, plains, alkali flars,
agriculnural lands, cultivated iands, sod famms, prairie dog towns, and shrub-stepped landscapes &t
both bresding and wintezing locales. Plovers may nest on sites where vegemrion is sparse or
absext, or near closely cropped arcas, manurs piles or rocky arsas. Mountin plovers are rarely
found pear water and show a preferencs for previously disturbed areas or modified habitar

Ute ladies’-tresses

Ute ladies'-zesses is a persanial. terrestial orchid with stems 20 w 50 cm tall, narrow leaves, and
flowers consisting of few to many small white or ivory flowers clustered into a spike
arrangement at the wop of the stem. It bivoms from late July through August, however,
depending or location and climaric conditions, orchids may bioom in eardy July or still be in
flower as lat= as early Ociober. The Uts ladies'-resses is endemic to moist soi's nezr werland
meadows, springs, lakes, and persnnial streams. It ocours generally in alluvial substrates along
riparian edges, gravel bars, old oxbows. and moist 1o wet meadows at elevarions from 4,200 to
7,000 fest. The orciid colonizes early succsssional riparian habitars such as point bars, sand
bars, and low lving gravelly, sandy, or cobbie edges, persisting in those areas whers the
hycrologv provides contnual dampness in the root zone through the growing season. Recemt
discoveries of addinional orchid coloaies in Wyoming and Monzana indicate thar surveys for and
Inventonies of orchic ocsurrences continue to be an importnt par of orchid recovery planming
and implementaticn.

In order w recover the orchid, it is important that surveys be conducted in areas of potential
habitat aac in response 1 impeading impacts. Ute ladies'-Tesses seems genemally imolerant of
shade and is found primarily in open grass and forb-dominated sites where vegetation is
relatively opea and not dense or overgrown. The plants usually occur as small scanered groups.
Ute ladies'-resses orchid can oniy be reliabiy located and identified when it is Jowering, which
Typically occurs sometime during the seriod from mid-july through mid-Septumber. Surveys are
conducted by walking or otherwise closely scrutinizing areas of potential habiat looking for
flowering stalks. Surveys conducted at other times of the vear area not reliable and ars thersfors
not accepabie © the Service for purposes of clearance under secton 7 of the ESA. Surveys
should be conducted by knowledgeabie botanists rained in conducting rare planr survevs. The
Service does not maintain a list of "qualified” survevors but can refer those wishing to become
familiar with the orchid 10 experts who can provide training/servicss.

Ute ladies’-wresses is not known to occur in or near the menument arsa. However, few if any
surveys for these areas have besa conduct=d. Given the known dismibution of the orchid and the
characier of the watersheds, it is possible that the orchid could be discoversd. If any suitabie
habitat for the orchid is found {survey guidelines artached), the Service strongly recommends the
Iwational Park Servics to suppor survey effarts on federal land. If it is determined that any
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Appendix [3: Lerter from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Federal agency program or project "is lik=ly to adversely affect” any listed species, formal
consultation should be initated with this offics. Alt=matively, informal consultation can be
continued so we can work together to determine how the project could be modified w0 reducs
impacts o listed species 10 the “nor likely 1o adversely affect™ threshold.

Federnl agencies are also encouraged to consider sensitive species or species at risk in project
review. Your consideration of these species is impertant in prevanting their inclusion on the
Toreaened and Endangered Species List. The Wyoming Namural Diversity Dambasa mainmains
the most curremt information on seasitve plants in Wyoming.

Migratory Birds

Pleas= recognize thart consultarion on listed species may not remove your oblizatdon t protest
the many species of birds, raptors, and eagles pratacted under the Migratory Bird Treaty Ac:
(MBTA) and Bald and Goldea Eagle Protecticn Act (BGEPA).

The META, 16 U.5.C. 703, enacied in 1918, prohibits the taking of any migratory birds, their
Parts. Mests, O &ggs eX2=pt as permitted by regulations and does not require intent w© be proven
Section 703 of the Act states, “Uniess and except as permined by reguladons ... it shall be
unlawrful ar any time, by any means or in any manner, 1o ... taks, capture, kill, attempt o take,
capture, or kill, or possess ... any migratory bird, any part, nest, or eggs of any such bird.." The
BGEPA, 18 U.5.C. 668, prohibits knowingly taking, or taking with wanton disregard for the
consequencss of an acdviry, any bald or gulden eagies or their body pars, nests, or eggs, which
1ncludes collection, molestation, disrurbanes or killing.

Work that could lead 1o the take of a migratory bird or eagle, their voung, eggs, or nests (for
example, if you are going w ersci new campgrounds. climbing routes, roads, ec.), should be
coordinated with our oifice befor: any actions are taken. Removal or destruction of such pests.
or causing abandonment of a nest could constitute violaricn of the above statures, Removal of
Rests Or nest r==s is prohibites. but may be ailowed ancs young have fledged and/or 2 permit has
be=a issued. [n either case. timine is a significan: consideraticn and you ne=d 1o allow for this in
your project planniny.

We aprresiars vour «fforts to ahiiire the conservation of endangered and threatened species. If
you Dave any fusther questions, please contact Jerry Williams (307) 772-2374, ext. 24.

ce: Dirscror. WGFD, Cheyenne. WY
Nop-game Coordinator, WGFD, Landes, WY
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